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1
SUPPORT STAND FOR READING MATERIAL

Background

1. Field of Invention

This invention relates generally to support stands for
reading material and specifically to a new and improved
modular and expandable stand capable of displaying a
large amount of reading material in a convenient and
easily viewed position without obstructing existing desk
or table space.

2. Background--Disscusion of Prior Art

In certain circumstances, it is desirable to have many
articles of reading material simultaneously within view.
Heretofore, the surface of a desk or table was com-
monly used as a support for reading material. To view
several documents at once, the reader would spread the
reading material over the available surface. There are
two significant disadvantages to this approach. First,
when pages supported on a flat surface are placed fur-
ther away from the reader, they become more difficult
to read, due to the increased distance and the decreased
viewing angle. Second, since this surface space is often
needed for writing, drawing, typing and similar activi-
ties, it is at a premium; it is therefore disadvantageous to
fill it with reading material.

The prior art is replete with disclosures of stands
which hold books, manuals, single sheets and other
reading material in a manner convenient for persons in
various positions. Typically, such stands either sit di-

30

rectly on the surface of a desk, or are supported a short

distance above the surface. These stands hold the read-
ing material inclined slightly away from the reader.

However, because they obstruct the workspace, few
of these stands, however, significantly augment the
support space normally provided by the workspaces of
desks, tables, workbenches and the like. Therefore,
while these stands may be acceptable when only one or
two documents are being viewed, their use become
increasingly inconvenient as the number of documents
increases.

When several documents need to be viewed often,
the reader has little recourse but to repeatedly switch
the relative positions of the various pieces of reading
material.

For a standing person, many supports for reading
material have been invented, such as podiums, lecterns
and music stands. However, these provide only a partial
solution when the reader requires several documents to
be displayed simultaneously.

OBJECTS AND ADVANTAGES

Accordingly, it is one object of our invention to pro-
vide a support stand for reading material which:

a. is expandable, allowing different configurations to
support varying amounts of reading material per stand,
" b. incorporates a mounting system that allows a mul-
tiplicity of such stands to be attached to a work surface
or a separate pedestal, thereby enabling the user to
increase the number of support surfaces as needed,

c. augments the support space provided by a desk or
table without sacrificing any appreciable amount of
those work surfaces,

d. positions all reading material at the same approxi-
mate distance from the user and at an orientation ap-
proximately perpendicular to the line of sight, and

e. when used in its multi-support surface configura-
tion or when several are used at the same time, is capa-
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ble of displaying a large number of items simulta-
neously.

Further objects and advantages of our invention will
become apparent from a consideration of the drawings
and ensuing description.

DRAWING FIGURES

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the simplest configu-
ration of the stand according to our invention, including
only a single support surface.

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a second configura-
tion of the stand showing an added second support
surface.

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of a third configuration
of the stand showing addded second and third support
surfaces.

FIG. 4 is a side view of the third configuration; it
shows the relationship of the support surfaces to the eye
position of the seated person.

FIG. 5 shows a detail of a clamping mechanism used
to hold the uppermost support surface.

FIG. 6 is an exploded view of the stand, showing
how the different configurations are obtained by the
addition of the detachable support surface assemblies.

DESCRIPTION AND OPERATION OF THE
INVENTION

A preferred embodiment of our invention is shown in
FIGS. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6. This embodiment of the inven-
tion includes three basic configurations, which differ
from one another in the number of support surfaces for
reading material which they contain.

Single-Plate Configuration—Description

The simplest configuration, shown in FIG. 1 and in
the crosssectioned area of FIG. 5 comprises a forward
tilting, flat, transparent plate 10, a clamping mechanism
90 to hold the plate, a ledge 12 to prevent reading mate-
rial (not shown) from sliding off plate 10, and a support
structure 26 to hold the various parts in the proper
position.

Clamping mechanism 90 (detail FIG. 5) holds plate
10 in position. Transparent plate 10 is clamped by a nut
22 and a bolt 20 between a movable front vise jaw 14 on
one side and by a non-movable jaw 18 and ledge 12 on
the other. Bolt 20 passes through main upright support
structure 26 as well as through the vise jaws 14 and 18.
A fulcrum spacer block 16, which is the same thickness
as the plate 10, is attached by suitable means to or made
integral with jaw 18.

Ledge 12 is affixed by suitable means to both the top
of upright support structure 26 and the top of non-mov-
able jaw 18.

Support structure 26 has a clearance hole 24 located
near its upper end to accept clamping bolt 20. Two
clearance holes 28 are located below hole 24. A
threaded hole 30 is located near the bottom of support
structure 26.

Support structure 26 terminates at its lower end in a
laterai foot 32 and a clamping foot 36 which has a
swivel pin 38 embedded in it. Lateral foot 32 also con-
tains two clearance holes 34. A C-clamp 40 has a hole 42
(FIG. 6) which fits over swivel pin 38.

'Single-Plate Configuration—Operation

The configuration shown in FIGS. 1 and 5 functions
to hold reading material (not shown) such as a single
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open book or manual, or reading material of equivalent
size such as two single sheets of paper, in a position
which is elevated above eye level for a seated person.
This leaves the area below free for other uses. Transpar-
ent plate 10 tilts forward toward the reader (not shown)
and thus holds the reading material (not shown) at an
orientation which is approximately perpendicular to the
line of sight. The front surface of the reading material
rests on the upper surface of the transparent plate. Thus,
the reading material is visible through the transparent
plate.

Clamping assembly 90, shown in detail in the sec-
tioned area of FIG. 5, holds transparent plate 10 by
clamping it near its bottom edge. The plate is clamped
between movable jaw 14 and both nonmovable jaw 18
and ledge 12. The clamping force is provided by bolt 20
and nut 22. Spacer 16 maintains the proper alignment of
movable jaw 14 and also serves as a fulcrum which
allows nut 22 and bolt 20 to clamp vise jaws 14 and 18
onto plate 10.

Ledge 12 prevents the reading material from sliding
off the plate 10. Also, since ledge 12 is rigidly affixed to
the top of support structure 26 and to the top edge of
jaw 18, it braces plate 10 and jaw 18 and holds them
rigid with respect to upright support structure 26.

Main upright support structure 26 serves to hold
clamping mechanism 90, and thereby transparent plate
10, in the required elevated position and orientation.
This allows the reading material to be easily viewed
without sacrificing an appreciable amount of work sur-
face. .

Flat bottomed lateral foot 32 prevents the stand from
tipping over sideways. Clamping foot 36 provides a
protrusion for clamping the stand to a work surface 86
and prevents the stand from tipping over forward when
it is so clamped. Pin 38, embedded in foot 36, allows the
whole support stand to swivel when clamp 40 is loos-
ened and at the same time prevents the clamp from
falling off when it is so loosened. Clearance holes 28 and
34 and threaded hole 30 all function to enable additional
support surfaces to be attached as described elsewhere.

Two-Plate Configuration—Description

The second configuration of the stand is shown in
FIGS. 2 and 6 and comprises the basic single-plate con-
figuration depicted in FIG. 1 plus a second plate 44 and
ledge 46 with supporting means.

Ledge 46 is attached to lower edge of plate 44 with
appropriate means (not shown) or made integral plate
44. Ledge 46 also extends behind plate 44 and is affixed
securely by appropriate means (not shown) to the lower
end of arm 48. Two identical attachment plates 50 are
affixed permanently by appropriate mears to opposite
sides of arm 48 at its upper end, as depicted most clearly
in FIG. 6. Plates 50 each have two clearance holes 52
positioned to match the pattern and size of holes 28 in
upright support structure 26 and to accept assembly
bolts 54. As shown in FIG. 6, assembly bolts 54 screw
into nuts 56.

Two-Plate Configuration—Operation

The two-plate configuration shown in FIG. 2 holds
twice as much reading material as the one-plate configu-
ration shown in FIG. 1. The second support surface in
this configuration holds the reading material at approxi-
mately the same distance from the user’s head as plate
10 and ledge 12, and in an orientation that is approxi-
mately perpendicular to the line of sight. This second
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4
surface can hold a quantity of reading material roughly
the same as that supported by plate 10. This second
surface tilts backward, away from the user, and holds
the reading material so as to be read from above. As in
the first configuration, this arrangement does not sacri-
fice any appreciable amount of work surface.

Ledge 46 prevents the reading material from sliding
off plate 44 and also braces plate 44 to make it rigid
relative to arm 48.

Arm 48 and matched plates 50 support plate 44 in its
proper orientation and distance from eye position 82
(FIG. 4) and below transparent plate 10 (FIG. 2). As
shown in FIG. 6, two sets of aligned holes 52 in plates
50 receive bolts 54 which also pass through holes 28 in
upright support 26, and then screw into nuts 56 to re-
versibly clamp arm 48 to upright support 26.

Three-Plate Configuration—Description

The three-plate configuration of the stand is shown in
FIGS. 3, 4 and 6 and comprises the two-plate configura-
tion shown in FIG. 2 plus a third plate 58 and ledge 60
with supporting means.

Ledge 60 is attached to the lower edge of plate 58
with appropriate means (not shown) or made integral
plate 58.

Plate 58 is permanently affixed by appropriate means
to both arm 62 and brace 64. Likewise, braces 64 and 66
are affixed by appropriate means to arm 62. Arm 62 has
a threaded clearance hole 68 located on its top edge
near the back, and a non-threaded clearance hole 72 in
its edge near the middle. Brace 66 has two threaded
holes 70, one located near each end as indicated in FIG.
6. Hole 68 and two holes 70 all accommodate assembly
screws 74. Threaded hole 72 accommodates assembly
screw 80, as indicated in FIG. 6. FIGS. 4 and 6 depict
a pedestal 76 with a threaded hole 78 located near the
front in the top edge, as shown in FIG. 6. FIG. 3 shows
the stand with the inclusion of pedestal 88 which is
vertically adjustable by suitable means.

Three-Plate Configuration—Operation

The configuration shown in FIGS. 3, 4 and 6 func-
tions to support three times as much reading material as
the single-plate configuration of FIG. 1. As in the two
previous versions, it also holds all reading material at
approximately the same distance from the user’s eye
position 82 (FIG. 4) and in an orientation approximately
perpendicular to the line of sight.

Plate 58 functions to support the reading material and
ledge 60 prevents the reading material from sliding off
surface 58.

Arm 62 and two braces 64 and 66 support plate 58 in
its proper orientation and position below and in front of
plate 44 and maintain the necessary page turning clear-
ance 84, as shown in FIG. 4. Three assembly screws 74
pass through their corresponding clearance holes 34
and 68 and into the corresponding threaded holes 70
and 30 and thereby function to reversibly attach arm 62
to support structure 26. Brace 64 serves to stiffen sur-
face 58 and make it rigid with respect to arm 62.

Brace 66 functions to make arm 62 rigid with respect
to upright support structure 26.

FIGS. 4 and 6 show the third configuration mounted
to a pedestal 76. FIG. 6 in particular depicts how the
third configuration is reversibly attached to the pedestal
by means of the assembly screw 80 which passes
through hole 72 and into threaded hole 78 located in the
top edge of pedestal 76, and by clamp 40. FIG. 3 shows
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the third configuration mounted to an adjustable pedes-
tal 88 which allows the stand to be used by a standing
person as well as by a person who is seated. The manner
of attachment to pedestal 88 is the same as that de-
scribed for pedestal 76. This configuration can alter-
nately be placed directly onto a work surface and
clamped thereto as described for the first two configu-
rations. This would, however, result in the loss of space
from that work surface.

The document support embodied in this invention
consists of an elevated, forward-tilting, transparent sup-
port surface, with optional ancillary elevated support
surfaces. It thus provides a way for a seated or standing
person to conveniently view a large amount of reading
matter while freeing desk, table or counter space for
other uses.

While the above description contains many specificit-
ies, these should not be construed as limitations on the
scope of the invention, but rather as an exemplification
of one preferred embodiment thereof. Many other vari-
ations are possible.

For example, the stand could be fixed to a wall or
suspended from the ceiling or built into a study carrel.

Accordingly, the scope of the invention should be
determined not by the embodiments illustrated, but by
the appended claims and their legal equivalents.

We claim:

1. A support stand for holding reading material above
eye level of a seated or standing human, comprising:

a rigid transparent plate having front and back major

surfaces and top, bottom, left and right edges,
means for supporting said plate such that (a) said plate

is substantially above eye level of said seated or

standing human, and (c) said plate is inclined from
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the vertical such that said top edge of said plate is
approximately the same distance from said human’s
head as said bottom edge thereof,

means attached to said back major surface for sup-

porting said reading material lying against said
back major surface,

a second rigid plate,

means for holding said second plate below said trans-

parent plate, inclined in the opposite direction as
said transparent plate, and

means attached to said second plate for supporting

reading material lying against said second plate.

2. The support stand of claim 1, further including:

a third rigid plate,

means for holding said third plate below said second

plate, inclined in the same direction as and to a
greater degree than said second plate, and

means attached to said third plate for supporting

reading material lying against said third plate.

3. The support stand of claim 1, further including
means for attaching said stand to a horizontal work
surface.

4. The support stand of claim 2 further including
means for attaching said stand to a horizontal work
surface.

S. The support stand of claim 1 further including
means for supporting said stand directly on the floor.

6. The support stand of claim 2 further including
means for supporting said stand directly on the floor.

7. The support stand of claim 3, further including
means to allow said stand to swivel about a vertical axis.

8. The support stand of claim 4, further including

means to allow said stand to swivel about a vertical axis.
* * * * *
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